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Who’s Our Audience?
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❶ Board of Directors
❷ Executive Director
❸ Mid-level managers
❹ Frontline staff
❺ Program participants
❻ Current donors
❼ Prospective donors
❽ Local policymakers
❾ Grant writers
❿ My direct supervisor



Internal or External?
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Internal

Within the agency / project
External

Outside the agency / project

Everyone else
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Technical or Non - Technical?
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Technical

Loooooove data
Non - Technical

Would rather be doing something else

NeutralParty Face

Heart Eyes

Star Eyes Weary

Sleeping

Puke

Nerd



Technical or Non - Technical?
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Technical

Have fun exploring raw data
Non - Technical

Prefer the finished product
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Technical or Non - Technical?
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Technical

Don’t mind decimal places
Non - Technical

Get lost in decimal places
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Technical or Non - Technical?
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Technical

Don’t mind regular tables
Non - Technical

Prefer heat tables



Are Viewers Expecting a Story?
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Are Viewers Expecting a Story?
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TraditionalDefault or Storytelling
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After the Four-Year Grant Funding
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.scientific, technical
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Partner presentations
Everything else
External
Educators, policymakers
Higher-ups in CDC, some internal presentations
Anyone who doesn’t live in this world
Public-facing websites



Audience Charts Declutter Color Text



Our Scenario:
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Show the Averages…?
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34 74 45
Group A Group B Group C



Add Charts!!!
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(because Visual Superiority Effect)
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Words Pictures

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit. 

Maecenas porttitor congue massa. 
Fusce posuere, magna sed 

pulvinar ultricies, purus lectus 
malesuada libero, sit amet 

commodo magna eros quis urna.
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Swarms into Strips
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Swarms into Strips (aka Bar Codes)
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Small Multiples
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B’arcs
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Group B: 74

Group C: 48
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Group C: 48
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Bubbles
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Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

6% 

Stacked
Square Pie

6% 



Stacked
Pie

Pies into Square Pies (a.k.a. Waffles)

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

6% 

Stacked
Waffle

6% 



Stacked
Pie

Pies into Icon Arrays

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

6% 

Stacked
Icon Array

6% 



Stacked
Pie

Pies into Sunbursts

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Stacked
Sunburst

6% 
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Fixing Spaghetti Lines…
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Single Lines into Area Charts
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Spaghetti with Slicers

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



Spaghetti into Small Multiples

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

A

0

100

2000 '26

B

0

100

2000 '26

C

0

100

2000 '26

D

0

100

2000 '26

E

0

100

2000 '26

F
0

100

2000 '26



Spaghetti into Small Multiples

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

A

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

D
C

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

F

E

B

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26



Spaghetti into Small Multiples

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

A

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

D
C

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

F
E

B

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

Increased Decreased Steady



Spaghetti into Small Multiples

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

A

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

D
C

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

F
E

B

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

Increased
1 project

Decreased
2 projects

Steady
3 projects



Spaghetti into Small Multiples

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

A

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

D
C

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

F
E

B

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

Increased
1 project

Decreased
2 projects

Steady
3 projects



Spaghetti into Small Multiples

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

A

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

D
C

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

F
E

B

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '26

Increased
1 project

Decreased
2 projects

Steady
3 projects



Fixing Spaghetti Lines

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

F

E

A

D

B

C

0

25

50

75

100

2000 '02 '04 '06 '08 '10 '12 '14 '16 '18 '20 '22 '24 '26



Audience Charts Declutter Color Text



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 708090100

1Decluttering

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Fancy Focused on the “So What?”

0

25

50

75

100

0 25 50 75 100



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 708090100

1Decluttering

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Fancy Focused on the “So What?”

0

25

50

75

100

0 25 50 75 100



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 708090100

1Decluttering

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Fancy Focused on the “So What?”

0

25

50

75

100

0 25 50 75 100



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 708090100

1Decluttering

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Focused on the “So What?”Fancy

0

25

50

75

100

0 25 50 75 100

Our Organization



Remove Borders

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Text Box Outlines Focused on the “So What?”



White Outlines

Remove Borders

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Colored Outlines



Group A

20%

Group A

20%

Remove Borders

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Colored Outlines White Outlines



Remove Borders

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Colored Outlines White Outlines

Group C
4.5

2.5
3.5

2.4

Group B
3.4

4.4 1.8
1.8

Group A
5

2
3

3

0

14

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Group C
4.5

2.5
3.5

2.4

Group B
3.4

4.4 1.8
1.8

Group A
5

2
3

3

0

14

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4



Remove Borders

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

No Outlines White Outlines

Group C
4.5

2.5
3.5

2.4

Group B
3.4

4.4 1.8
1.8

Group A
5

2
3

3

0

14

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Group C
4.5

2.5
3.5

2.4

Group B
3.4

4.4 1.8
1.8

Group A
5

2
3

3

0

14

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4



Remove Borders

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



Heat Table

Gray Lines
Helps Us Read Across

Remove Background Distractions  (e.g., Fills)

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

ID A B C D

101 16 18 28 3

102 3 11 16 20

103 12 27 17 19

104 92 87 98 84

105 19 33 6 31

106 15 3 14 14

107 75 87 83 88

108 23 18 11 20

ID A B C D

101 16 18 28 3

102 3 11 16 20

103 12 27 17 19

104 92 87 98 84

105 19 33 6 31

106 15 3 14 14

107 75 87 83 88

108 23 18 11 20

Banded Rows

Filled Background 
Helps Us Read Across



Remove Background Distractions  (e.g., Fills)

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

ID A B C D

101 16 18 28 3

102 3 11 16 20

103 12 27 17 19

104 92 87 98 84

105 19 33 6 31

106 15 3 14 14

107 75 87 83 88

108 23 18 11 20

Heat Table

Filled Background 
Helps Us Find Patterns

ID A B C D

101 16 18 28 3

102 3 11 16 20

103 12 27 17 19

104 92 87 98 84

105 19 33 6 31

106 15 3 14 14

107 75 87 83 88

108 23 18 11 20

Banded Rows

Filled Background 
Helps Us Read Across



40%

50%, 
Group B

20%

90%, 
Group A

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Before After

Remove Redundant Labels

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Group B

Group A

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Before After

Redundant

Scale AND Data Points
Birds - Eye - View

Scale



Redundant

Scale AND Data Points
Detailed

Data Points

40%

50%, 
Group B

20%

90%, 
Group A

0%

100%

Before After

40%

50%, 
Group B

20%

90%, 
Group A

0%

25%

50%

75%

100%

Before After

Remove Redundant Labels

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html 

Remove Redundant Text

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html


Remove Redundant Text

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/28/world/europe/countries-under-strain-from-european-migration-crisis.html


Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

0.93

0.94

0.95

0.96

0.97

0.98

0.99

1.00

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
o

f X
Y

Z

Months

Percent of XYZ by Month, 2017-18  



Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

0.93

0.94

0.95

0.96

0.97

0.98

0.99

1.00

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
o

f X
Y

Z

Months



Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

0.93

0.94

0.95

0.96

0.97

0.98

0.99

1.00

Months



Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

93%

94%

95%

96%

97%

98%

99%

100%

Months



Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

93%

94%

95%

96%

97%

98%

99%

100%

Months



Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

93%

100%

Months



Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

95%
96%
96%
97%
97%
98%
98%
99%
99%

100%
100%

Months



Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

95%

100%

Months



Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

95%

100%



Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

95%

100%

2017 2018



Percentage of XYZ by Month, 2017 - 18

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

95%

100%

Jan
2017

Apr July Oct Jan
2018

Apr



Percentage of XYZ

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

95%

100%

Jan
2017

Apr July Oct Jan
2018

Apr



Percentage of XYZ

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

95%

100%

Jan
2017

Apr July Oct Jan
2018

Apr



Percentage of XYZ

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

99.5% 99.6%

95.6%

97.2%

95%

100%

Jan
2017

Apr July Oct Jan
2018

Apr



Declutter

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



Audience Charts Declutter Color Text



Use Your Brand Colors

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Find Color Codes 
in Your Style Guide

Use Those Colors 
in Your Visuals

0

20

40

60

80

100

0 20 40 60 80100 20042006 2008 2010



Set Up Theme Colors

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



Avoid Red - Green     

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Normal Color Vision Colorblind



Avoid Red - Green

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

https://twitter.com/ProfessorTD/status/1106201729287286784 https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/ 

https://twitter.com/ProfessorTD/status/1106201729287286784
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/


Avoid Red - Green

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



Don’t Rely on Color Alone : Direct Labels

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Legend Direct Labels

A

B

C

0%

100%

 Jan Dec
0%

100%

 Jan Dec

A B C



Don’t Rely on Color Alone : Direct Labels

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Legend Direct Labels

A

B

C

0%

100%

 Jan Dec
0%

100%

 Jan Dec

A B C



Don’t Rely on Color Alone : Direct Labels

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Legend Direct Labels

A

B

C

0%

100%

 Jan Dec
0%

100%

 Jan Dec

A B C



Your Turn 

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

?



Your Turn

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

25%

30%

35%

25%

35%

30%

15%

20%

20%

35%

15%

15%

0% 100%

Survey question

Survey question

Survey question

Strongly Agree Agree
Disagree Strongly Disagree

?



Your Turn

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

25%

30%

35%

25%

35%

30%

15%

20%

20%

35%

15%

15%

0% 100%

Survey question

Survey question

Survey question

Strongly Agree Agree
Disagree Strongly Disagree

25%

30%

35%

25%

35%

30%

15%

20%

20%

35%

15%

15%

0% 100%

Survey question

Survey question

Survey question

Strongly 
Agree Agree Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree



Your Turn

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

25%

30%

35%

25%

35%

30%

15%

20%

20%

35%

15%

15%

0% 100%

Survey question

Survey question

Survey question

Strongly Agree Agree
Disagree Strongly Disagree

25%

30%

35%

25%

35%

30%

15%

20%

20%

35%

15%

15%

0% 100%

Survey question

Survey question

Survey question

Strongly 
Agree Agree Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree



Increase the Color Contrast

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Color on Color

Color on Color

Low Contrast High Contrast

Black on White

White on Black

Large Color on Color
Bold Color on ColorSmall, Light Gray Text

Found in Software Defaults



Increase the Color Contrast

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Low Contrast High Contrast

50 
60 

70 
80 B

8 
9 

10 
11 A

58 
69 

80 
91 Total

0

100

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

?



Increase the Color Contrast

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Low Contrast High Contrast

50 
60 

70 
80 B

8 
9 

10 
11 A

58 
69 

80 
91 Total

0

100

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

50 
60 

70 
80 B

8 
9 

10 
11 A

58 
69 

80 
91 Total

0

100

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4



Increase the Color Contrast

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Low Contrast High Contrast

50 
60 

70 
80 B

8 
9 

10 
11 A

58 
69 

80 
91 Total

0

100

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

50 
60 

70 
80 B

8 
9 

10 
11 A

58 
69 

80 
91 Total

0

100

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4



Apply Colors to Make Data Feel Intuitive

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Yes No

1 2 3 4

Strongly 
Agree

Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree

Binary

Sequential

Diverging

Categorical

Storytelling

Group A Group B Group C Group D



Apply Colors to Make Data Feel Intuitive

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Yes No

1 2 3 4

Strongly 
Agree

Strongly 
Disagree Disagree Agree

Binary

Sequential

Diverging

Categorical

Storytelling

Group A Group B Group C Group D



Your Turn

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf


© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing

PBSS States

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

PBSS States

Non-PBSS States

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf


PBSS States

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing

PBSS States

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

PBSS States

Non-PBSS States

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/pbss/PBSS-Report-072017.pdf


Your Turn

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Original Topical

Takeaway



Your Turn

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing

Number of Field Staff

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

1 - 9

10 - 19

20 - 29

30 - 39

40 - 49



Number of Field Staff

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing

© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing

Number of Field Staff

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

1 - 9

10 - 19

20 - 29

30 - 39

40 - 49



Number of Field Staff

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



© GeoNames, Microsoft, TomTom
Powered by Bing

CA, TX, & FL have the Most Field Staff

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

1 - 9

10 - 19

20 - 29

30 - 39

40 - 49

Number of field staff from the ABC Agency based throughout the U.S.

CA

TX

FL



Your Turn

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Original Topical

Takeaway



Audience Charts Declutter Color Text



0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Before After

A B C

Add Takeaway Text

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Figure 1. Project Results Before and 
After the Four-Year Grant Funding

or

Figure 1. Project Results Before and 
After the Four-Year Grant Funding

Project A Improved the Most
After the Four-Year Grant Funding

C

B

A

0%

100%

Before After

C

B

A

0%

100%

Before After

Topical TakeawayDefault



https://twitter.com/elliotthaut/status/1114558290191691777 

Add Takeaway Text : Posters

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

https://twitter.com/MelissaVanCain/status/1120781090329853953 

https://twitter.com/elliotthaut/status/1114558290191691777
https://twitter.com/MelissaVanCain/status/1120781090329853953


Add Takeaway Text : Dashboards

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGbj1UI0gNM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGbj1UI0gNM


Provide Context with Annotations

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Year 1

Year 2

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov

Context Elsewhere Context on Graph

Year 1

xyz
Year 2

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov



xyz

Year 1

Year 2

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov

Provide Context with Annotations

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Year 1

Year 2

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

Jan Mar May Jul Sep Nov

Context Elsewhere Context on Graph



Establish a Text Hierarchy

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       



Establish a Text Hierarchy

Ann K. Emery | Ann@DepictDataStudio.com       

Typewriter Mix ‘n’ MatchText HierarchyTypewriter

Title
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posuere, magna sed pulvinar ultricies, purus lectus malesuada libero, sit amet commodo magna eros quis.
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HEADINGS
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SUBHEADINGS
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Titles
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Maecenas porttitor congue massa. Fusce 
posuere, magna sed pulvinar ultricies, purus lectus malesuada libero, sit amet commodo magna eros quis.

Headings
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Maecenas porttitor congue massa. Fusce 
posuere, magna sed pulvinar ultricies, purus lectus malesuada libero, sit amet commodo magna eros quis.

Subheadings

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Maecenas porttitor congue massa. Fusce 
posuere, magna sed pulvinar ultricies, purus lectus malesuada libero, sit amet commodo magna eros quis.
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Academy for Autism Private 48 12.0 -

Acceleration Academy Public 232 13.6 99%

Access Charter Public 113 7.1 0%

Aloma High Charter Public 500 35.7 1%

Amikids Orlando Public 45 11.2 7%

Apopka Christian Private 82 8.0 -
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Only Use Bold for the 
Most Important Words

If Everything is Bold, 
Nothing Stands Out
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Education level:

Doctoral degree

Master’s degree

Bachelor’s degree

High school diploma

Middle school

Write 1-2 levels below

Elementary school
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✓ Active voice (instead of passive voice)

✓ Shorter words, sentences, and paragraphs

✓ Replace jargon with synonyms
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A survey instrument 
was designed by the 
ABC Research 
Organization. ?

The ABC Research 
Organization designed 
a survey.
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A total of 14 people 
participated in the 
survey.

A total of 144 people 
participated in the 
survey.

Fourteen people 
participated in the 
survey.

We collected surveys 
from 144 people.
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Undergraduate 
students comprise 65% 
of total responses.

Nearly 7 out of 10 were 
college students.
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